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Spring 2024
President’s Le�er
Take an opportunity this 
spring to check out what’s 
new outside in the 
gardens. You will see 
many exci�ng projects 
throughout Brookside (as 
detailed in the Director’s 
report on page 2). Inside 

the Conservatory, new Manager Ray Carter 
planted a fascina�ng xeric garden in the North 
Conservatory (see page 5). Thanks to all the 
Brookside gardeners for their dedica�on and 
crea�vity.

In Board news, I will be returning as president 
for another year, along with Vice President 
Suzanne Carbone, Secretary Barbara Waite-
Jaques, and ac�ng Treasurer Kathy Kircher. We 
also welcome new Board member Judy Irwin 
in April. Judy is on the Marke�ng Commi�ee 
and is a frequent volunteer at events 
throughout the year.

We are excited to sponsor Earth Month at 
Brookside Gardens from April 4 – May 4. 
Unlike previous one-day fes�vals, Earth

Month offers a range of ac�vi�es that 
highlight protec�ng the environment (see 
page 3), including a Brookside Gardens Plant 
Sale on Saturday, April 20 from 10 am to 2 
pm. This is separate from the FOBG plant sale 
to be held in September. FOBG members will 
s�ll get a 10% discount at the April sale (but 
no early admission). See the ad on page 4 for 
more details.

Other FOBG-sponsored spring and summer 
events include the ongoing Speaker Series
(May 18 and June 15), and the Twilight 
Concert series in June. These events are 
possible through the generosity of our 
members and donors. Thank you.

Finally, the BloomBox fundraiser is back, 
running from May 1 - 15 (see page 8). Order 
plants from the online store BloomBox using 
special code BROOKGARD15, and FOBG 
receives a percentage of the sales. 

Enjoy spring at Brookside!

Anne Roland, FOBG President
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News from Brookside
Stephanie Oberle, Director of Brookside Gardens

Spring is in the air, but our hor�culture staff 
have been busy all winter long, making 
improvements to the Gardens.  Here are some 
of the projects you will see taking place at 
Brookside Gardens:

Bog Garden:  Hor�culturist Thomas Crawley is 
expanding the small bog garden he created last 
year, nearly doubling the display of na�ve 
carnivorous plants and associated bog plants.  
This new garden area is located to the south of 
the Conservatory, across from the boardwalk 
that leads to the Nature Center.

Crevice Garden: Thomas is also installing a 
Crevice Garden on the steep bank bed on the 
north end of the Idea (formerly Trial) Garden.  
He has carefully placed local Carderock stone 
to resemble a rocky outcropping that creates a 
number of plan�ng pockets to hold a variety of 
drought-tolerant plants.

Fragrance Garden:  This year, Hor�culturist 
Keely Shaughnessy highlights fragrant plants 
used in perfumes.  Intern Ashia Bunkley’s 
independent internship project last summer 
focused on how plants, many already in our 
collec�on, are used by the perfume industry to 
create complex perfumes. Every year, Friends 
of Brookside Gardens funds two of the four 
Summer Internship posi�ons.

Rose Garden:  Hor�culturist Kris�n Davey is in 
the midst of a total plan�ng redesign of the 
Rose Garden, which includes removing all the 
roses and associated perennials and grasses, as 
well as some of the woody plants.  The new 
design features pest and disease resistant rose 
cul�vars, including some lovely heirloom 
varie�es.  The roses will be complemented by a 
variety of perennials and grasses that will 
extend the bloom season and a�ract a variety 
of pollinators.  The irriga�on system will be 
changed to a drip system, to save water and 
eliminate water spray on the leaves.  This 
project is funded in part by a gi� from Friends 
of Brookside Gardens.

Gude Garden:  Hor�culturist Josh Demers 
installed 20 new flowering cherry trees 
between Reflec�on Terrace and the Viburnum 
Garden last fall.  This li�le grove of trees will 
grow into a wonderful feature to give visitors 
the opportunity to walk through a canopy of 
blossoms.

Na�ve Azalea Garden:  More na�ve azaleas 
and spring ephemerals have been added to the 
Na�ve Azalea Garden, near the Ginkgo Canopy, 
by Hor�culturist Jeane�e Proudfoot.  This 
project, funded by Friends of Brookside 
Gardens, highlights the na�ve deciduous and 
evergreen Rhododendron species na�ve to the 
eastern United States.

https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/brookside-gardens/
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Earth Month at Brookside Gardens
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens

*DC Environmental Film Fes�val (FREE  #PBG0134 100001)
Screening & Panel Discussion
Thursday, April 4, 7:00-8:45 pm  | Visitor Center Auditorium

Brookside Gardens Plant Sale
Saturday, April 20, 10:00-2:00 pm | Visitor Center South Terrace
10% discount for FOBG members (Not a member? Join at the sale)
NOTE: Debit and credit cards only. No cash accepted.

Electric Landscape Equipment Exhibit
Saturday, April 20, 11:00-2:00 pm | Gude Garden

*Guided Bird Walk  $12 (#PBG0133 100001)
Saturday, May 4, 8:30-9:45 am |Visitor Center Entrance

*Bird Walk: Screening & Panel Discussion (FREE  #PBG0132 100001)
Saturday, May 4, 10:00-11:15 am | Visitor Center Auditorium

Earth Month Sustainability Tours (ALL TOURS ARE FREE)
*In Spanish (#PBG0143 100001)
Tuesday, April 2, 10:30-11:45 am

*Rose Garden and Maple Terrace (#PBG0143 100002)
Wednesday, April 10, 10:30-11:45 am

*Gude Garden (#PBG0143 100003)
Monday, April 15, 10:30-11:45 am

*Parking Garden & Harry Dewey Memorial Garden (#PBG0143 100004)
Friday, April 26, 10:30-11:45 am

*Every Day is Earth Day Family Event (FREE  #PBG0128 100001)
Sunday, May 5, 10:00-2:00 pm

*These events require registration (even if FREE). There is a fee for 
certain events. Check Cultivate Magazine for more information.

To register for programs, please visit Ac�ve Montgomery

https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/brookside-gardens-cultivate-magazine-spring-2024-002.pdf
https://mdmontgomeryctyweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/splash.html
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Brookside Gardens Plant Sale
Saturday, April 20 / 10am - 2pm

Brookside Gardens Visitor Center          
South Terrace

This year, Brookside Gardens invites you to celebrate April as Earth Month with a 
variety of programs and events, including a film fes�val, bird walk, garden tours, 
electric equipment showcase, plant sale and fun family event.  The Plant Sale, 
held on Saturday, April 20 from 10am to 2pm, will feature na�ve ecotypes grown 
by Montgomery Parks’ own Pope Farm Nursery, as well as other Maryland-
friendly perennials, trees and shrubs. Members of Friends of Brookside Gardens
will receive a 10% discount at the plant sale.  If you are not a member, you can 
become one at the sale and enjoy your 10% discount!! Get expert advice from 
Brookside Gardens’ staff hor�culturists. Proceeds support ongoing efforts to 
improve Brookside Gardens.

Check out the latest electric landscaping tools, including mowers, trimmers and 
blowers when you finish shopping.  Learn about Montgomery Parks’ efforts to 
replace all gas-powered landscaping equipment with electric.  Staff will be 
available to help with plant selec�on and share our experience with the electric 
equipment.

The plant list will be published on the main page of www.brooksidegardens.org
the week prior to the sale.

NOTE: Debit and credit cards only. No cash accepted.

FOBG’s Perennial Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, September 14, 2024

https://www.friendsofbrooksidegardens.org
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The New Xeric Garden at the Conservatory!!

With climate change happening, we as 
gardeners wonder about all the changes in the 
weather pa�erns and the flora and fauna that 
are affected by these changes. To answer a 
myriad of our ques�ons, USDA in November of 
2023, has classified our local area as Zone 7b! 
We are slowly but surely inching our way to a 
warmer zone. How will this affect how we live 
and garden and grow crops? While it is certainly 
a conundrum, we can observe the plants in our 
garden, pay a�en�on to our water usage and 
make an informed decision about how to affect 
environmentally sound changes in how we 
garden. 

The new conservatory manager at Brookside 
Gardens, Raymond Carter is showing us how 
one can grow plants in an arid climate within 
the small environs of the North Conservatory. 
Ray graduated from a Professional Hor�culture 
program at Longwood Gardens in PA and during 
an internship with the Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, he trained in the 
management and conserva�on of cri�cally 
endangered species. He comes to Brookside 
a�er his tenure at Ladew Topiary Gardens in 
Maryland.

The Xeric Garden at Brookside is Ray’s 
brainchild and showcases beau�ful cac�, 
succulents and other exo�c species that have 
low water dependence. Xeriscaping is the 
process of gardening or landscaping that 
reduces the need for water dependence in 
areas where water is in short supply. It shi�s the 
focus away from manicured lawns and flora 
which have a high dependence on water, 
fer�lizer and pes�cides.  A xeric garden is a low 
maintenance garden, featuring drought tolerant 
plants such as cac� and succulents that may or 
may not be na�ves. These plants are thus suited 
to the specific arid clime and require only a 
small amount of moisture.  

Visitors to Brookside Gardens may remember 
some of the stalwarts of this xeric Garden – the 
ponytail or elephant’s foot palm (Beaucarnea 
recurvata), the Snake plants (Sansevieria sps.), 

the Eucalyptus tree. Now, these plants and their 
myriad rela�ves are being showcased in a 
sparkling xeric garden as soon as you enter the 
North Conservatory. The Saguaro cactus 
(Carnegiea gigantea), the Madagascar Palm 
(Pachypodium lamerei), the Golden Barrel 
cactus (Echinocactus grusonii) and the Agave 
stand tall and proud 
and prickly. The 
smooth, shiny colorful 
succulents like Sedum,  
Senecio repens (blue 
chalks�cks), Haworthia 
cooperi (Cooper’s 
haworthia) (right), and 
Crassula ovata (Jade 
plant) resembling alien 
creatures stand guard protec�ng their Mar�an 
landscape!! Euphorbia milii (Crown of thorns) 
with its vivid red blooms adds a splash of 
vibrant color to the verdant hues of this garden. 
All the plants are from collec�ons at Brookside 
Greenhouses or 
the Conservatory. 
Some of them are 
e n d a n g e r e d 
species that will 
be protected, 
propagated and 
preserved for all 
to see and enjoy. 
Do not miss the bromeliad Deuterocohnia 
brevifolia (above), which looks like a big, green, 
prickly ball. Yes, it is very prickly – so see with 
your eyes and not with your hands!! There also 
some amazing succulents in pots that resemble 
underwater creatures!

The purpose of this new garden is to showcase 
and conserve many of these plants and to 
educate the community about the beauty of a 
xeric garden. Come on over and talk to the 
conservatory staff to learn about these plants!!  
Browse through pages 6 and 7 to see these 
plants through the camera lens of Coriolana 
Simon and Doug Wolters. 

Nithya Raghavan, FOBG webmaster



66666

Photos of the Conservatory Xeric Garden
Photography - Coriolana Simon & Doug Wolters

Haworthiopsis fasciata (Li�le Zebra plant) Euphorbia milii (Crown-of-thorns)

Echinocactus grusonii (Golden barrel cactus)

Graptopetalum paraguayense (Ghost Plant)

Sedum nussbaumerianum (Stonecrop)

Xeric garden with Ponytail palm (Beaucarnea recurvata) in the back

Sedum, Gasteria, Senecio, Kalanchoe mix
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Photos of the Conservatory Xeric Garden
Photography - Coriolana Simon &Doug Wolters

Eucalyptus,  Myr�llocactus , Ponytail palm (Beaucarnea recurvata)  in back row 
Opun�a, Saguaro, Echinocactus, Deuterocohnia, Euphorbia, Melianthus  in front

Pachypodium lamerei (Madagascar palm) Golden barrel cactus close upSenecio flower buds

Echinocactus grusonii (Golden barrel cactus)
Senecio repens (Blue chalk s�cks)

Sedum nussbaumerianum , Gasteria acinacifolia, 
Kalanchoe delagoensis, Senecio kleiniiformis mix
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FOBG Spring 2024 Fundraiser with BloomBox (May 1-15)

How it works:

Visit www.getblooming.com OR
www.friendsofbrooksidegardens.org

 - Place your order with BloomBox and
your plants will be delivered directly to
your home in 3 days.

 - Use code BROOKGARD15 on the gift
card or discount code box during check
out to support FOBG.

 - You may order multiple times during
May 1-15 to support our fundraiser!

 - Open to everyone!

Where: getblooming.com

Dates: 5/1/24 – 5/15/24

Discount Code:  BROOKGARD15

Use code
BROOKGARD15

at checkout to support our
fundraiser!

YOUR GARDEN 
DELIVERED

Great Mother’s Day Gifts!!
Surprise your loved ones with living gifts from
BloomBox and help Brookside Gardens!
BloomBox will donate 15% of your total
plant order cost directly to FOBG!
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TREASURER

If you are interested in either posi�on, or if you would like more informa�on, 
please contact us at friendso�rooksidegardens@yahoo.com.

Are you an excellent bookkeeper or accountant? Do you want to get more 
involved with Friends of Brookside Gardens? FOBG is seeking a member with 
bookkeeping/accoun�ng experience to fill the posi�on of Treasurer. We use 
QuickBooks accoun�ng so�ware. The Treasurer is elected to the Board for a 
one-year term, as well as consecu�ve terms. 

We are looking for an Editor for our newsle�er, The Brooksider. The 
newsle�er is published four �mes a year -  February, May, August, and 
November. It focuses on FOBG news and ac�vi�es at Brookside Gardens, as 
well as stories about garden-related ma�ers. Various FOBG members 
contribute the ar�cles. The editor is responsible for planning, compiling, and 
edi�ng the ar�cles using their own publishing so�ware. The editor should be 
a member of FOBG and be available to periodically join FOBG Marke�ng 
Commi�ee mee�ngs and a�end events. We will train the new editor. 

HELP WANTED: TREASURER & EDITOR

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

mailto:friendsofbrooksidegardens@yahoo.com
https://www.friendsofbrooksidegardens.org/newsletters
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A Professional’s View of Brookside: Lee Goodwin

Potomac, Maryland-based fine art 
photographer Lee Goodwin has been making 
special trips to Brookside Gardens for many 
years, capturing the visual flavor of the 
seasons. He says, “Brookside is one of my 
favorite places to photograph. I’m really drawn 
to the variety of subjects and the way they 
change from season to season.” Lee adds, “My 
favorite subjects are, of course, the flowers. I 
like the vibrant colors but also the intricate 
structure of individual flowers.” In his 
photography, Lee o�en converts flower 
photographs from color to black and white to 
emphasize those structures. 

Besides the flowers, Lee says, “Brookside is also 
an excellent place to photograph wildlife – from 
small insects to great blue herons.” He notes 
that the fragrance garden, in par�cular, a�racts 
a variety of bu�erflies. In fact, he says, “In 
2020, the garden had an unusually large 
popula�on of monarch bu�erflies in addi�on 
to the various bu�erfly species that appear in 

different years.” To Lee, Brookside offers much 
more than just flowers and wildlife. He 
explains: “The Brookside landscape itself is a 
great subject, especially in the fall.”

In spite of his wealth of Brookside images, Lee 
Goodwin does much more with his cameras. As 
a professional photographer in the MD / DC / 
VA areas, he is well known for specializing in 
wildlife and landscape images. His photographs 
have been featured in more than a dozen solo 
exhibits and more than 80 group and juried 
exhibits. They’re also on permanent display in 
the Maryland House of Delegates office 
building in Annapolis. The sales of his 
photographs have raised thousands of dollars 
for chari�es such as the C&O Canal Trust, 
Rachel’s House, and Cri�cal Exposure.

If you’d like to see more of Lee’s work, please 
CLICK ON LEE  GOODWIN PHOTOGRAPHY. And 
for spectacular views of fall landscapes at 
Brookside Gardens, CLICK HERE.

Images courtesy of Lee Goodwin

By  Coriolana Simon

https://lee-goodwin.squarespace.com
https://lee-goodwin.squarespace.com/fall-foliage-brookside-gardens
https://www.timepointsphotography.com
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A Professional’s View of Brookside : Lee Goodwin
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Friends of Brookside Gardens Donors 2023
Thank you for your support!

Benefactor $500+
Alderman, Rhonda
Bethesda Community 
Garden Club
Byrne, Sarah & Terrence
Cannon, Maureen
Cianci, Marlene
Cronin, Leslie
Feinberg, Madeline
Furrow, Lynn
Galati, Carole
Giffen, Carol
Gingrich, T.E. & Julie
Hammerschlag, Freddi & 
Richard
Harrison, Robert & Linda
Helsel, Susan
Horman,  Julia & Gene
Kircher, Kathy
Pancost, David
Pau, Alice
Robitaille, Mary
Schwarz, Roger and Barbara
Shirley Brownrigg Charitable 
Trust
Sirkin, Arlene
Smith, Patricia
Teigen, Philip
Tretter, Steven
Wettstein, Nadine
Williamson, Mary Louise

Patron $250-$499.99

Ambler, Anne
Calvert, Christopher
Carbone, Suzanne
Cohen, Judith
Cowan, Donald & Anita
Dargel, Robert
Dynes, Elaine
Fisher, Quentin
Gillespie, Duff & Joanne
Holmes, Julia
Jones, Kenneth
Keller, Mary
Kingsley, Sandy
Lancaster, Curtis
Lavish, Kenneth
Lichtenstein, Carolyn

Locke, Diana
Mason, Dwight
Maston, Sue
McGuire, Gail
Meditch, Marcie
Millar, Gene
Mitchell, Winnifred
Mueller, Bob & JoAnn
Narayanan, K. S. & Annelie 
Wilde
Raghavan, Nithya & Peter 
Fitzgerald
Reba, Diane
Rhomberg, Lynn
Roland, Anne
Senft, Janet
Swartz, Laura
Tignor, Clarence
Turner, Stephanie "Taffy"
Valliere, Nanette
Waite-Jaques, Barbara
Wong, Nancy
Zartman, Marie

Sponsor $100-$249.99

Amos, Harold & Lori
Angelo, Raymond & Jill 
Roarke
Aparicio, Catherine
Audet, Michael
Avery, Carolyn
Behrmann, Joseph
Benson, Nicholas
Bingham, Raymond
Bloom, David
Bowman, Inci
Bowman, John
Bratthauer, Ann
Buchan, Philip
Carrubba, Lisamarie
Coates, Paul
Cohany, Sharon
Cohen, Andrew
Cohen, Nancy
Cooper, Cathleen
Cutlip, William
Daniels, Rosamond
David, Susan
Davis, Lorraine
Derr, Janice

Devlin, Rohini Kitu
Dicker, Lois
Diemer, Maribeth
Dine, Richard
Disogra, Lorelei
Dobbins, Wendy
Dorman, Kathleen
Dowling, James & Jia-Fund
Dulaney, Charles
Engler, Renata
Favre, Diane
Fisher, Joyce
Fitzpatrick, Winnifred
Fleming, Sandy
Foster, Joan
Franklin, Martha
Friedberg, Richard
Fuller, Jef & Kim
Gainey, Susan
Gellert, Susan
Gervais, Jane
Give Lively Foundation
Goldstein, Barbara
Griffin, Ann
Hallberg, Paula
Hardesty, Sally
Hatchett, Diana
Hayden, Tracy
Heermann, Karl
Hudsick, Clifford
Irwin, Judy
Isaacs, Amy
Kanthor, Jeremy
Karacki, Susanne
Karnak, Rebecca
Keiser, John
Keyse, Meredith
Knable, Cynthia
Kover, Steve
Kraut, Joseph
Kupris, Eleanor
Lambert, George
Lamouse-Smith, Araba
Lange, Sandra
Lee, Sylvia
Levine, Joanne
Levy, Ann
Liang, Lusha
Lippincottt, John & Joan
Litman, Anna
Lu, Sylvia
Lubet, Martha
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Friends of Brookside Gardens Donors 2023
Thank you for your support!

Luksenburg, Lillian
Lynch, Patricia
Machlin, Marc
Major-Ryan, Douglas
McGuire, Jane
McNellis, Timothy
McNerney, Christine
Melvin, Nancy
Melzer, Victoria
Metalitz & Gage Family 
Fund
Millar, Elaine
Miller, Naomi
Mills, Elaine
Molloy, Anne
Moore, June
Moran, Janis
Moulden, John
Musil, Caryn McTighe
Nordahl, Karen
Novak, Roman
Olsen, Jeffrey
Paniati, Kim
Parada, Vincent
Parker, Kevin
Perry, Barbara
Petras, Hanno
Phelan, Kathleen
Polhamus, Marcia
Portner, Vivian
Quinn, E. A.
Ramsey, William
Rane, Karen
Reiter, Jeffrey
Resch, Timothy
Rosenberg, Gabrielle
Ross, Ellen
Rothman, Jan
Rule, Donald
Sachar, Carol
Schrelber, Angela
Shapiro, Lenore
Siegel, Abby
Simon, C. & D. Wolters
Smith, Kathleen
Snyder, Jack
Somerville, Gerlinda
Spangle, Jeanette
Sprague, Ann
Takoma Horticultural Club

Talone, John
Tan, Hua
Thalheimer, Steven
Thompson, Nancy
Traubitz, Nancy
Van Der Gaag, Debra
Vretenarova, Petia
Warman, Barbara
Weinstein, Alan
Weston, Eileen
Wion, Ann
Wright, Joyce
Zbar, Beryl
Zimmerman, Miriam
Zurer, Bert

Commemorative 
Donations

In memory of Richard 
Hammerschlag
Karen Haberkorn
Nithya Raghavan and Peter 
Fitzgerald
Roger and Barbara Schwarz

In memory of Betsy 
Thomas, Audrey Katz, 
and Helen Ann Patton
Sheldon & Audrey Katz 
Foundation

In memory of Ulla Bogdan
Ralph Helmsen
Joanne Kanaeda

In memory of Ruth 
Pollack
Nancy Miller
Erika Rottenberg

In memory of Ann Hoffnar
Emily Talaga

In memory of Sandy Greer - 
Helen Pechacek

In Honor of :
Mary Helmsen - Melissa Baez

Iris Posner - Frances Banks

Patrick Gearing - Letitia Camire

Alphonzo Jackson & Patrict 
Flaherty - Dean Eckmann

80th birthday of Ellen 
Myerberg - Freddi & Richard 
Hammerschlag

Barbara Nicholas - Mary 
Helmsen

Jack and Toni Reutemann - 
Ralph and Mary Helmsen

Elisabeth Griffin - Nancy Melvin

Ronny Schaul - Ellen Ross

Sharon Roberta Scott - Linda 
Rubin
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Print this page and enjoy adding color to the 
Springtime Blooms
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Sugges�ons? Ideas? Let us know!

Friends of Brookside Gardens, Inc. Board of Directors

1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 

301-962-1435 (voice mail checked daily)

Email address: friendso�rooksidegardens@yahoo.com

Website: www.friendso�rooksidegardens.org

Anne Roland, President; Suzanne Carbone, Vice-President; 

Barbara Waite-Jaques, Secretary; Kathy Kircher, Interim Treasurer

Directors: Carole Gala�, Freddi Hammerschlag, Judy Irwin, Kathy 

Kircher, Joan O'Rourke (founding president), Nithya Raghavan, 

Gale Shannon, Gloria Sherman, Joe Ann Stenstrom, Beverly Tam

The Brooksider

Editor: Anne Roland; Editorial Staff: Freddi Hammerschlag, Elaine 

Dynes, Nithya Raghavan, Gloria Sherman, Joe Ann Stenstrom; 

Photography:  Coriolana Simon, Doug Wolters

FOBG Webmaster: Nithya Raghavan

Flower of the Month for April

Daisy - It represents beauty, purity and innocence

mailto:friendsofbrooksidegardens@yahoo.com
https://www.FriendsOfBrooksideGardens.org
https://www.friendsofbrooksidegardens.org
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Please refer to the Cultivate Spring and Summer 2024 
magazine to read about the programs offered at Brookside 

Gardens.
CLICK HERE to access the Cultivate magazine

To register for programs, please visit 
Active Montgomery

https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/brookside-gardens-cultivate-magazine-spring-2024-002.pdf
https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/brookside-gardens-cultivate-magazine-spring-2024-002.pdf
https://mdmontgomeryctyweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/splash.html
https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/brookside-gardens-cultivate-magazine-spring-2024-002.pdf

